SPRING LAWN &
GARDEN CARE
GUIDE

HELLO!
The new year is finally here! The challenges our world is
facing are hard to ignore, but we believe that the
beauty found in nature can bring us a little hope and
joy... both of which we desperately need.
Spending time in your yard is good for our physical,
mental and spiritual health. As you prepare your
garden for the warmer months, we want to give you
some helpful tips we put together for you.
Stay safe and happy 2021!

Ryan Hughes | Owner
Hughes Landscapes

SPRING LAWN &
GARDEN CARE GUIDE
Getting your landscape ready for the warmer months is a great activity that can be
enjoyed alone or with the entire family. The care you put into your lawn and gardens
during the spring will determine the health and vigor of your yard for the months to
come.
Knowing where to start can sometimes be tricky. The work our property care crews
do is equal parts preparation, perspiration and science... but this guide will help you
get started in no time!

GARDENS, TREES & SHRUBS
The Tools You’ll Need:

The Supplies You’ll Need:

Garden gloves

Soil

Pruning shears

Mulch

Hedge shears

Plants

Trowel

32-0-6 slow-release fertilizer

Spade

Compost

TIP: Triple mix is equal parts topsoil, peat moss and compost that’s
been nutritionally balanced for optimal garden growth.

Preparing Your Garden
Plan your garden on paper. Keep in mind the direction of the sun as you choose your plants.
Create a plant shopping list.
Remove any debris, dead leaves and branches.
Prune any damaged or dead branches from plants. Ideally, you’ll want to do this before any new
buds break.
Clip and divide perennials. Remove any dead growth and divide
late-summer and fall-flowering perennials early in the spring. It’s easier!
Prune ornamental grasses before new shoots appear.
Plant summer bulbs.
Plant annuals for season-long color.
Plant new perennials.
Insert stakes. Some taller plants and vegetables may need support. It’s easier to add stakes early in
the season.
Add compost to garden beds. Apply a 2- to 3-inch-thick layer around the base of plants. Be sure
not to bury sprouts.
Apply 1 to 2 inches of fresh mulch to your garden beds.

TIP:

Take some time to plot it out and think it through. Ample planning
up front, will save you time and effort as you prepare your garden.

Caring for Trees & Shrubs
Inspect your trees and shrubs. Gently prune damaged branches.
Keep two-thirds of the branches on each tree when you’re removing branches.
Fertilize using a slow-release formula.
Apply 1 to 2 inches of fresh mulch around your trees and shrubs.
Do not pile mulch at the base of your trunk!

Turf & Other Areas
The Tools You’ll Need:
Spreader

The Supplies You’ll Need:
Soil

Rake

32-0-6 slow-release fertilizer

Lawn mower

Weed-control spray

Trimmer / edger
Blower (Battery-powered blowers work
great for spring cleanups!)

Grass seed
Compost
Wood oil or stain (optional)
Stone sealer (optional)
Polymeric sand (Optional)

TIP:

Topdressing lawns with a thin layer of nutrient-rich topsoil, blended
with sand. will fill small uneven areas and improve your lawn health.

Caring for Your Turf
Rake your lawn to remove any thatch leaves or debris.
Remove any weeds before they have a chance to flower and spread seeds.
Fertilize with a high-nitrogen fertilizer to promote a vibrant green color.
Apply pre-emergent weed control. Always follow the label.
Maintain the height of your turf around 2.5 to 3 inches long.
OPTIONAL: Aerate your lawn. This is best left to a professional.

TIP: Use a string trimmer or edger to cut clean lines around your turf. This
gives you the polished look our clients love and their neighbors want!

There’s a better way to water.
Install a smart irrigation system and timer that keep your landscape healthy
while optimizing your water use.
Find out more at hugheslandscape.co/maintenance/water

Caring for Other Areas
Wooden structures (pergolas & decks) — The most important thing to keep in mind when caring
for wood is to make sure that debris is regularly cleaned off all surfaces. Depending on the type of
wood and exposure to the elements, you may also need to stain or reseal
it every two or three years.
Stone or paved surfaces — Whether it’s a patio, the counters of your outdoor kitchen, or
something smaller like a retaining wall or a pathway, natural stone needs occasional care. Again,
removal of debris such as dead leaves, grass clippings, sticks and even bird droppings is the most
important thing. Use a mild soap and warm water to clean.
For a deeper clean, use a pressure-washer. Depending on the stone, you may also want to consider
a high-quality sealer every 2 to 3 years to better protect it from the elements.
Interlocking brick — A deep cleaning with a pressure-washer each year can do wonders for
interlocking brick, keeping it looking neat and tidy for decades. Top up the “joints” (the spaces in
between bricks) each year with polymeric sand, a special sand that goes in dry, solidifies when wet
and prevents weeds from growing! You can also apply sealers to your brick every 3 to 5 years, or
allow it to weather naturally.

Need some help?
From specialized garden care to lawn mowing and cleanups, Hughes Landscape
offers a fresh approach to keeping your property looking awesome.
You can choose from our full-service packages if you need any help with your yard
on a recurring basis. Homeowners around the Sacramento county choose Hughes
and we would love to help you keep your yard looking fantastic alll year long!

